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Course Grading Scale for AP US History
Total Points earned:

Unit Tests (2-3per quarter) 70-80 points per test

Essays (1-2 per marking period) 50 points per essay

Homework/Classwork 10-20 points per assignment

Projects/Presentations 50-80 points per project

Curriculum Map

Overview:

This course provides an overview of American history from the Pre-Columbian Native American
world through to modern times. The course includes examination and analysis of political, social,
geographic, economic, and cultural events throughout the course timeline. Students will be
required to perform writing exercises including essays (LEQ) and document based
questions(DBQ), create projects and presentations using multimedia tools, and analyze and
evaluate various issues and events in United States history. Students should be aware that this
course is similar to a college-level freshman history class. The workload, writing assignments,
content, and grading will be presented in a manner consistent in a college setting. All students
are expected to take the national AP United States History exam in May.

Time/Credit for the Course: One full school year, meeting daily for 46 minutes / 1 credit

Goals:

Marking Period 1: Overview based on 45 days: Periods 1, 2, and 3 in the AP United
History Course Framework:

Period 1 (1491-1607)- 10 days
● Contextualizing Period 1
● Native American societies before European contact
● European Exploration in the Americas
● Columbian Exchange, Spanish Exploration, and Conquest
● Labor, Slavery, and Caste in the Spanish Colonial System
● Cultural Interactions Between European, Native Americans, and Africans



Period 2 (1607-1754)- 16 days
● Contextualizing Period 2
● European Colonization
● The Regions of British Colonies
● Transatlantic Trade
● Interaction between Native Americans and Europeans
● Slavery in the British Colonies
● Colonial Society and Culture

Period 3 (1754-1800)– 19 days
● Contextualizing Period 3
● The French and Indian War
● Taxation without Representation
● Philosophical Foundations of the American Revolution
● The American Revolution
● The Influence of Revolutionary Ideas
● The Articles of Confederation
● The Constitutional Convention and Debates over Ratification
● The Constitution
● Shaping a New Republic
● Developing an American Identify
● Movement in the Early Republic

Marking Period 2: Overview based on 45 days: Periods 4, 5, and part of Period 6 in the AP
United States History Course Framework:

Period 4 (1800-1848)- 20 days
● Contextualizing Period 4
● The Rise of Political Parties and the Era of Jefferson
● Politics and Regional Interests
● American on the World Stage
● Market Revolution: Industrialization, Society and Culture
● Expanding Democracy
● Jackson and Federal Power
● The Development of an American Culture
● The Second Great Awakening
● An Age of Reform
● African Americans in the American Republic
● The Society of the South in the Early Republic

Period 5 (1844-1877)- 20 days
● Contextualizing Period 5
● Manifest Destiny
● The Mexican-American War
● The Compromise of 1850
● Sectional Conflict: Regional Differences



● Failure of Compromise
● Election of 1860 and Secession
● Military Conflict in the Civil war
● Government Policies during the Civil War
● Reconstruction
● Failure of Reconstruction

Period 6 - 5 days (continued in 3rd Quarter)
● Contextualizing Period 6
● Westward Expansion: Economic Development
● The “New South”

Marking Period 3: Overview based on 45 days: Periods 6 and 7 in the AP United States
History Course Framework:

Period 6 (1865-1898)– continued for 20 days
● Technological Innovation
● The Rise of Industrial Capitalism
● Labor in the Gilded Age
● Immigration and Migration in the Gilded Age
● Responses to Immigration in the Gilded Age
● Development of the Middle Class
● Reform in the Gilded Age
● Controversies over the Role of Government in the Gilded Age
● Politics in the Gilded Age

Period 7 (1890-1945)– 25 days
● Contextualizing Period 7
● Imperialism: Debates
● The Spanish-American War
● The Progressives
● World War I: Military and Diplomacy
● World War I: Home Front
● 1920s: Innovations in Communications and Technology
● 1920s: Cultural and Political Controversies
● The Great Depression
● The New Deal
● Interwar Foreign Policy
● World War II: Mobilization
● World War II: Military
● Postwar Diplomacy

Marking Period 4: Overview based on 45 days: Periods 8 and 9 in the AP United States
History Course Framework and a Post-AP Exam Unit

Period 8 (1945-1980) – 15 days



● Contextualizing Period 8
● The Cold War from 1945 to 1980
● The Red Scare
● Economy after 1945
● Culture after 1945
● Early Steps in the Civil Rights Movement (1940s and 1950s)
● America as a World Power
● The Vietnam War
● The Great Society
● The African-American Civil Rights Movement (1960s)
● The Civil Rights Movement Expands
● Youth Culture of the 1960s
● The Environment and Natural Resources 1968 to 1980
● Society in Transition

Period 9 (1980-Present) – 10 days
● Contextualizing Period 9
● Reagan and Conservatism
● The End of the Cold War
● A Changing Economy
● Migration and Immigration in the 1990s and 2000

Unit 10-Post AP Test Presentations and Assignments-approx. 20 Days

Big Ideas:

According to the Advanced Placement United States History course framework, themes serve as
the connective tissue of the course and enable students to create meaningful connections across
units. They are often broader ideas that become threads that run throughout the course.
Revisiting them and applying them in a variety of contexts helps students to develop deeper
conceptual understanding. Below are the themes of the course and a brief description of each.

THEME 1: AMERICAN AND NATIONAL IDENTITY (NAT)
This theme focuses on how and why definitions of American and national identity and values
have developed among the diverse and changing population of North America as well as on
related topics, such as citizenship, constitutionalism, foreign policy, assimilation, and American
exceptionalism.

THEME 2: WORK, EXCHANGE, AND TECHNOLOGY (WXT)
This theme focuses on the factors behind the development of systems of economic exchange,
particularly the role of technology, economic markets, and government.

THEME 3: GEOGRAPHY AND THE ENVIRONMENT (GEO)
This theme focuses on the role of geography and both the natural and human-made environments
in the social and political developments in what would become the United States.



THEME 4: MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT (MIG)
This theme focuses on why and how the various people who moved to and within the United
States both adapted to and transformed their new social and physical environments.

THEME 5: POLITICS AND POWER (PCE)
This theme focuses on how different social and political groups have influenced society and
government in the United States as well as how political beliefs and institutions have changed
over time.

THEME 6: AMERICA IN THEWORLD (WOR)
This theme focuses on the interactions between nations that affected North American history in
the colonial period and on the influence of the United States on world affairs.

THEME 7: AMERICAN AND REGIONAL CULTURE (ARC)
This theme focuses on the how and why national, regional, and group cultures developed and
changed as well as how culture has shaped government policy and the economy.

THEME 8: SOCIAL STRUCTURES (SOC)
This theme focuses on how and why systems of social organization develop and change as well
as the impact that these systems have on the broader society.

Textbook and Supplementary Resources
Name of Textbook: A People and A Nation, Tenth Edition, (Norton, Kamensky, Sherif, et.al.)
Textbook ISBN#: 978-1-285-86422-8
Textbook Publisher & Year of Publication: Cengage Learning, 2015
Supplemental Resources: College Board AP classroom resources
Internet Sources
ap.gilderlehrman.org - Gilder-Lehrman offers various videos, primary sources, essays, and
timelines
University of Virginia-Miller Center Presidential History-The Presidency | Miller Center

https://millercenter.org/the-presidency
























































































































































































































































































































































Unit 10: Post AP Test Presentations and Assignments Time range: approx. 20 days

Grade Level(s): 11th and 12th

Standards Addressed:

PACS - History and Social Studies: 8.1.9.A, 8.9.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A, 8.1.7.B, 8.1.9.B,
8.1.12.B, 8.1.U.B, 8.1., 8.3.9.A, 8.3.12.A, 8.3.U.A, 8.3.9.B, 8.3.12.B, 8.3.U.B, 8.3.9.C, 8.3.12.C,
8.3.U.C, 8.3.9.D, 8.3.12.D, 8.3.U.D.

PACS – Reading and Writing in History and Social Studies: CC.8.5.11-12.B, CC.8.5.11-12.I,
CC.8.6.1112.A, CC.8.6.11-12.B, CC.8.6.11-12.C, CC.8.6.11-12.E, CC.8.6.11-12.H

DELAWARE VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Overview: To culminate the year, students will explore American history from a personal
perspective through research, discussions, and presentations. Students will apply historical
thinking skills, thematic objectives, and information from the content areas that were the focus of
this course in several activities that share their interests and knowledge of American history.

Goals:
• Students will identify and distinguish the qualities and achievements of the American
presidents.
• Students analyze and demonstrate an understanding of the significance and impact of
specific dates and events in American history.
• Students will examine and analyze different examples of how American political,
economic, and social history is depicted through various forms of popular culture.

Objectives:

• Students will develop logical arguments in the ranking of the top ten U.S. Presidents.
(DOK – 3)
• Students will research, construct and prepare a presentation discussing the significance
and impact of specific dates and events in American history. (DOK – 3)
• Students will analyze selected pieces of popular culture and develop and prepare a
written analysis of the selected piece or construct and prepare a presentation (DOK -4)



Core Activities and Corresponding Instructional Methods:

• In groups, students will determine what qualities are necessary to be considered a
top-ranking U.S. President and discuss results with classmates in an effort to develop a
top ten list for the entire class.
•Days that Changed America Presentations- Students will create a brief presentation (4-6
minutes) that will include a brief overview of the day and event selected including an
explanation of how the event changed America. Students may choose any date or event
as long as they can explain that the event had a significant impact on some aspect of
American life. Topics may include political, economic, social, or cultural events.
• American History and Popular Culture projects-Student projects will involve an
examination of a selected political, economic, or social issue of American life and
analysis of how the issue has been depicted through some form of popular culture.
Options include:

● American Life and Popular Music-Students will be given the task of finding an
appropriate song that brings attention to some aspect of political, economic or
social life in America. Students will construct a brief presentation that includes
an appropriate image of the artist/songwriter, song title, lyrics, and a visual
summary of the issues that are discussed in the song. Students will construct a
written analysis of the song that demonstrates an understanding of the lyrics and
the topics discussed.

● “More than a Game”-Students will choose a specific sporting event and create a
news article that will provide a summary of the sporting event and analysis of
why the event was “More Than a Game.” News articles must provide multiple
paragraphs of accurate detail including an explanation of the political, economic,
social, or cultural setting and an explanation of the significance of the event as it
relates to the identified setting.

● Movie Review-Students will be given the task to construct a movie review that
offers a summary of an appropriate film that discusses a selected political,
economic, or social topic. Students must select a film in which the political,
economic, or social climate is a central theme of the film, and clearly explain
multiple historical references that are made in the film.

Assessments

Diagnostic:
• Timeline, class discussions, brainstorm

Formative:
• Student presentations, class discussions.



Summative:
• Displays, presentations

Extensions:
• Choose a historic event and create a news article that provides a summary and analysis
of the impact of the event on American life. Examples include political assassinations,
political scandal, political and economic crisis, tragedies

Create a presentation or news article providing a summary of a specific cultural
development from modern American history (1945- present).
Examples include: the rise of the suburbs, the impact of television, Rock and Roll, Beat
Generation (1950s), Hippies(1960s), Punk (1970s) Hip-Hop (1970s-Present),Grunge
(1990s)

Correctives:
• Create a Presidential Profile collage summarizing the achievements of one of the top ten
U.S. presidents selected by the class.
• Prepare a biography of a significant person associated with students selected Days the
Changed America .

Materials and Resources

Textbook and Supplementary Resources
Name of Textbook: A People and A Nation, Tenth Edition, (Norton, Kamensky, Sherif, et.al.)
Textbook ISBN#: 978-1-285-86422-8
Textbook Publisher & Year of Publication: Cengage Learning, 2015
Supplemental Resources: College Board AP classroom resources
Internet Sources
ap.gilderlehrman.org - Gilder-Lehrman offers various videos, primary sources, essays, and
timelines
University of Virginia-Miller Center Presidential History-The Presidency | Miller Center

https://millercenter.org/the-presidency
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